
THIRTY-SIXTH CONGRESS.

[reported for tiie Alexandria gazette.]
In Senate, Saturday, Jan. 12.

A few private bills were taken upanddis-

p0The°ciiplomafic corps were in attendance.
\t least a thousand ladies and twelve hun¬
dred geutlemeo uere in the galleries, and it
was impossible for any m.-re to obtain admis¬
sion After routine business.

Mr. Gwin moved that the Senate proceed
to the speciai order, the consideration of the
President's message. Agreed to.

Mr Seward being entitled to the floor,
rose and said:.Mr. President, Congress ad¬
journed last Summer amid auspices of na¬

tional abundance, contentment, tranquility,
and happiness. It was assembled this winter
in the presence of derangement of business
and disturbance of public as well as private
credit, and in the face of seditious combina¬
tions to overthrow the I'nion. The alarm is

annulling; for Union is v. t more the body
than liberty is the soul ot the nation. The
American "citizen has been accustomed to

believe the Republic, immortal. He shrinks
from the sight of convulsions indicative of
k? sudden death. The report of our condi¬
tion has gone over the seas, and we who have
so long and with such complacency studied
the endless agitations ot society in the Old
"World, believing ourselves exempt from such
disturbances, now, in our turn, seem to be
falling into a momentous and disastrous re¬

volution.
, . . ,

1 know how difficult it is to decide, amid
so many and so various counsels, what ought
to be and even what can be done. Certainly,
however, it is time for every Senator to de¬
clare himself. 1 therefore, following the
example ot the noble Senator Irom Ienties-
see, (Mr. Johnson.) avow my adherence to
the'Union in its integrity and with all its

parts, with my friends, with my party, with
tnv state, with mv country, or without either,
as"they may determine, in every event, wheth¬
er of peace or of war, with every conse-

ciueuce of honor or dishonor, of life or death.
Although 1 lament the occasion, I hail with
cheerfulness the duty of lifting up my voice
junong distracted debates, tor my whole
country and its iuestimable Union.

Hitherto the exhibitions of spirit and re¬

solution here, as elsewhere, have been chiefly
made on the side of disunion. I do not re¬

gret this. Disunion is so unexpected and
unnatural that it must plainly reveal itself
before its presence can be realized. .1 like
best, also, the courage that rises slowly under
the pressure ot severe provocation. It it be
k Christian dnty to forgive to the stranger
even seventy times seven offenses, it is the
highest patriotism to endure without com¬

plaint the passionate waywardness ot political
brethren so long as there is hope that they
may come to a better mind.

1 think it is easy to pronounce what mea¬

sure or conduct will not save the Urion. I
agree with the honorable Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. Clingmanj that mere eulo-
giums will not save it. Yet 1 think that a?

prayer bring? us nearer to Cod, though it
cannot move Him towards us, so there is
healing and saving virtue in every word of
devotion to the Uuion that is spoken, aud in
everv sigh that its danger draws forth. I
know, at least, that, like virtue, it derives its
strength from every irreverent act that is
committed aud every blasphemous phrase
that is uttered against it.
The Union cannot be saved by mutual

criminations concerning our respective share
ot responsibility for the present evils. He
whose conscience a -quits him will naturally
be slow to accuse others whose cooperation
he needs. Hu-torv only can adjust the great
account.
A continuance of the debate on the con¬

stitutional power of Congress over the sub¬
ject of slavery in the territories will not save
the Union. The opinions of parties and
sect! ns on that question have become dog¬
matical, and it i? this circumstance that has
produced tiie existing alienation. A truce,
at least (luring the debate on the Union, is
essential to reconciliation.
The Union cannot be saved by proving

that secessioD is illegal or unconstitutional.
Persons bent on that feariul step wili not
stand long enough ou forms* of law to be
dislodged; and loyal men do not need such
narrow ground t-> stand upon.

] tear tnat little more will be gained from
discussing the right of the federal govern¬
ment to coprce seceding states into obedi¬
ence. if disunion is to go on. this question
will give place to the more practical oue,
whether many seceding states have a riyht
to coerce the remaining members to acqui¬
esce in a dissolution.

1 dread, as in my innermost soul I abhor,
civil war. I do not know what the Union
would be worth if saved by the nse of the
sword. Yet. for all this, 1 do not agree with
those who. with a desire to avert that great
calamity, advise a conventional or unoppos¬
ed separation, with a view to what they call
a reconstruction. It is enough tor me, first.,
that in this pian. destruction goes before re¬

construction; and secondly, that the strength
of ihe vase.in wliii.htho hopes of the nation
are held consists chiefly in its remaining un-
urun t'ii.

Congressional compromises are not likely
to save the L' nion. 1 know, indeed, that
tradition favors this form of remedy. 15ut
it is essential to its success, in any case, that
there be found a preponderating mass of
citizens, so far neutral on the is.me which
separates parties, that they can intervene,
strike down clasping weapons, and compel
an accommodation. Moderate concessions
are not customarily asked by a force with its
»u!is in battery; nor are liberal concessions
apt to be given i»y an opposing force not
It'ss coniident of its own right and its own
strength. 1 think, also, that there is a pre¬
vailing conviction that legislative compro¬
mises which sacrificed honestly cherished
principles, while they anticipate future exi¬
gencies, even if they do uot assume extra-
Cotisti utional powers, are less sure to avert
imminent evils than they are certain to pro¬
duce ultimately even greater dangers.

indeed. Mr. President, I think it will be
wise to discard two prevalent ideas or pre¬
judices, namely: first, that the Union is to be
saved by somebody in particular; aud sec-

oodly. that ii U to be saved by some cunning
«.i]u insincere compact of paeitication. If 1
*emember rightly, I said something like this
so long ago as 1850, and afterwards in 1854.

The present dauger discloses itself m this
form. Discontented ultueus have oLjtaine'i
political power in certain states, and they
Ifre usii)^ this authority tj overthrow the le^-
f-rnl government. '1 hoy tjelucj® themselves
with a belief that thu state power they have
acquired en^blea them to discharge' tbeiw-
selves of allegiance to th»J whole Republic.
The honorable Senator from Illinois (Mr.
iJougUu) says we have a right to coerce' a

state, but we cannot. The President says
thar. no state has a right to secede, but we

have no constitutional power to make war

a^Ainst a state. The dilemma result-; fr.-m
an assumption that those who, in such "a case
Wi against the federal government, act law-

fully as a state; although manifestly they
have perverted the power of the state to an

unconstitutional purpose.
A clft»s of politicians in Xcw England set

up this theory and attempted to practice up¬
on it in our war with Great Britain. Mr.
Jefferson did not hesitate to say that states
must be kept within their constitutional
sphere by i in pulsion, if they could not b<>
held there by attraction. Secession was
then held to be inadmissabls in the face of a

public enemy. But if it is untenable in one
case, it is necessarily so in all others. 1
fally adm'fc the originality, the sover-

eignty, and ihe independence of the several
states within their sphere. But i hold the
federal government to be equally original, j
8overeign, and independent within its sphere.
And the government of the state can no

more absolve the people residing within its
limits from allegiance to the Union, than
the government of the Union cars absolve
them from allegiance to the state. The con

stitution of the United States, and the laws
made in pursuance thereof, arc the supreme .

law of the land, paramount to all legisla-
lion of the states, whether mads under the
constitution, or by even their organic con-
ventious. The Union can be desolved, not
by secession, with or without armed force,
but only bv the voluntary consent of the
people of the United States, collected in the
manner prescribed by the constitution of
the United States.

Congress in the present case, ought not to
be impassive. It ought, if it can, to redress
anv real grievances ol the offended states,
and then it ought to supply the President
with all the means necessary to maintain
the Union in the full exhibition and dis¬
creet exercise of its authority. Beyond
this, with the proper activity on the part of
tlie'Executive, the responsibility of saving
the Union belongs to the people and they
are abundantly competent to discharge it.

I prop(j»e, therefore, with great deference,
to address myself to the country upon the
momentous subject, asking a hearing, not
less from the people within what are called
the seceding, than from those who reside
within the adhering states.

Uuion is an old, fixed, settled habit of the
American people, resulting from convictions
of its necessity, and therefore riot likely to
be hastily discarded. The early states,
while existing as colonies, were combined,
though imperfectly, through a common al¬
legiance to the British cn»wn. hen that
allegiance ceased, no one was so presumptu¬
ous as to suppose political existence com¬

patible with disunion; and, therefore, «>ri the
same day that they declared themselves in¬
dependent, they proclaimed themselves ais i

confederated states. J'j.fpericuce in war and
in peace from 1775 until 17f>7, only con¬

vinced them of the necessity of converting
that loose confederacy into a more perfect
and a perpetual Union.
They acted with a coolness very diSerent

from the intemperate conduct ol' those who
now on oue side threaten, an . those who on

the other rashly defy disunion. They con¬
sidered the continuance of the Union as a

subject comprehending nothing less than
the safety and welfare of all the parts ol
which the country was composed, and the
fate of un empire in many respects the most

interesting in the world. I enter upon the
subject of continuing the Union now, deep-
ly impressed with the same generous and
loyal conviction. 11.>w could it be other¬
wise. when, instead of only thirteen, tin-
country is now composed of thirty-three
parts; and the empire embraces, instead of
only tour millions, no less than thirty mil¬
lions of inhabitants.
The founders of the constitution moreover

regarded the Union r»s no mere national or I
American interest. On the contrary, they j
confessed with deep sensibility that k seem-

ed to them to have been reserved i->r tin;
people of this country to uccide whether so-

cietics ofmen are really capable of establish- j
iiij^ good government upon roiiectuoi .::ni

choice or whether they are forever destined j
to depend for their political constitutions oi»
accident and force. They feared, therefore,
that their failure to continue and perfect the j
Uuion would be a misfortune to the nations, jHow much more, s>r. would its overthrow
now be a calamity to mankind!
Some form of government is indispensable, j

here as elsewhere. W hatevei form, we have j
every individual citizen and every state
must cede to it some natural rights, t'.> in- j
vest the government w i>n the requisite pov.*-
er. The simple question, therefore, lor
now to decide, whsle laying aside ail pique,
passion, and prejudice is: whether it con¬
duces more to the interests of the people ol
this country to remain for the general pur¬
poses of peace and war, commerce inland
and foreign, postal communications at home
aud abroad, the care and disposition of rhe
public domain, colonization, the organiza¬
tion aud admission of new states, and gen-
erally, the enlargement of empire, one uu- j
tion under our present, constitution, than it
would be to divide themselves into separate
confederacies or states.
Our country remains now as it was in j

1787.composed not of Ueiached and distant.
territories, butot one whole widl-oount'Cteo
and fertile region lying within the temper-
ate zone, with climates and soils hardly
more various than those oi b ranee or of Ita- j
ly. This slight diversity quickens nod am-

plities manufactures and commerce. Our
rivers and valleys, as improved by art, fur-
nish us a system of highways unequalled in
the worid. The different terms ot labor, il
slavery were not perverted to purposes of pn-
litical ambition, need n^t constitute an ele- j
ment of strife in the confederacy.
Notwithstanding recent vehement ex pros-

sions and manifestations of intolerance 10 j
some quarters, produced by intense partis¬
an excitement, we are, in t.n t a homogene¬
ous people, chiefly tit one stock, with acces-
siona well assimilated. We have, practical-!
ly, only one language, one religion, onesys- I
tem of government, end manners andcus-j
toms common to all. Why, then shall .ve

not remain henceforth as hitherto, one peo-
p'e'
The first object of every human society is

safety or security, ibr which, if need be,
they will, ami they must, sacrifice every
other This security is of two kinds: one.

exemption from fjrei«;n regions ar-d in-
fluenue; the other, coemption »Vo:n domestic
tyranny and sedition.

Foreign wars come from either Yudrsiinns
of treaties or (lor.ie5tie violence. The I nion
i»a» thus fur, proved itself an almost perfect
Shield against such wars. The 1'nited
States, cqntinnaliy enlarging their diplomat-
ip acquaintance, hayc now treaties with
France, the Netherlands, vireat Hritair,
Sweden, Prussia, Spain, Hussia, Denmark,
Mexico, IJrascil, Austria, Turkey, Chili,
Siam, Muscat, Venezuela, (Greece, Sardi-

I riia, Kouador, Hanover, Portugal, New

j Granada, Hesse Cassel, urteiiibui*;r. Chi-

na, Bavaria, Saxony, Nassau, Switzerland,
Meekleubur^-Schwerin Guatemala, the

IlaWfti'An islands, San Salvador, B 'rneo,

J cLsfa' Ilica, Peiu, Bremen, the Argentine
C>nfe deration, Loo Choo. Japan, Bruuswick,

i Persia, Baden, Belgium, and Paraguay.

Nevertheless, the United States, within
their entire ex istours under tlie federal con¬

stitution, have hiul flagrant wars with only
four states two of which were insignificant
powers, on the coast of Barbary, and have
had direct hostilities, amounting to repri-
ta's, ouiy two or thiee more, and they are
n iw at psaee with the whole world. Jf the
Un»on should be divided into only twoon-
iedacies, each oft hem would need to make
as many treaties as we havs now; and. of
course, would be liable to give us many
causes of war as wo now do. But we know
from the sad experience of other nations,
that disintegration once begun, inevitably
contiuues until even the greatest empire
crumbles into many parts,

Ka. h confederation that shall uniiinately
arise out; of the ruins of the Union will have
necessity tor as many treaties as we now have,
and will incur liabilities for war as often as

we now do. by breaking them*, Ilia the multi¬
plication of treaties, and the want oi confed¬
eration, ihut makes war the normal condi¬
tion of society in Western Europe and in
Spanish America. It is union thaf, not¬
withstanding our wirld-wid-;- intercourse,
makes peace the habit of American people

1 will not descend so low as to ask whether
new confederacies would be able or willing
to bear the grievous expense ui' maintaining
the diplomatic relations which cannot be dis¬
pensed wiih except bv withdrawing from
foreign commerce.
Our federal government is better able to

avoid giving just causes of war than several
confederacies, because it can conform the
action of all the. states to compacts. It
can have only one construction and only
one tribunal to pronounce that construction,
of every treaty. Local and temporary in¬
terests and passions, or personal cupidity and
ambition os:n drive small confederacies or

states more easily than a great Republic into
indiscreet violations of treaties.
The United States being a great and formi¬

dable power, can always secure favorable and
satisfactory treaties. Indeed every treaty
we have was voluntarly made. Small con¬

federacies or states must take such treaties
as they can get. and give whatever treaties
are exacted. A humiliating, or even an

unsatisfactory treat}7, is a chronic causc of
foreign war.
The chapter of wars resulting from un¬

justifiable causes would, in case of division,
amplify itself in proportion to the number
i)f new confederacies and their irritability.
Our disoutes with Great Britain ab:>ut Ore¬
gon, the boundary of Maine, the patriot in¬
surrection in Canada, and the i-lnnd oi' S in

Juan: the border strifes between Tc-xa and
Mexico, the incursions of the late \Y illiam
Walker in Mexico and Central America, all
these were cases in which war was preven¬
ted only by the imperturability of the fede¬
ral government.
This government not only gives fewer

causes of war, whether ju-t or unjust, than
smaller confederacies would; but it always
has a greater ability to accommodate them
hy the exercise of more coolness and courage
the use ui more various and more liberal
means, and the display, if need lie, of
"reater orce. Kvoiv one knows how pla¬
yable we on -selves are in controversies with
Ureat B itain, France and Spain; and yet
how exacting we have been In our inter¬
course with New Granada, Paraguay, and
Sau Juan do Nicaragua.
Mr. President, no one will dispute our

Forefathers* maxim, that the common safety
if nil is the safety of each of the States..
While they remain willed, the federal gov¬
ernment combines all the materials and all
the twees of the several Slates; organizes
their defenses on one general principle;
harmonize-:and assimilates them with one

system: watches for them with u single eye.
which it: turns in all directions, and moves
ill agents under the control of one execu¬
tive head. A nation so constituted is safe
[ifffiiiist assault or eve.: insult.
War produces always a spe«dv exhaus¬

tion ol cuoney and :i severe strain upon crc-
Jii. The treasuries and credits of small,
t-ui.fcderacies would often prove inadequate,
fhose of the Uniun arc a! woys ample.

1 have thus far kept out :.»f view the rela¬
tives which must arise between the eon fed
sraeir.J? themselves. They would be small
tod inconsiderable nations bordering on
i!:mh other, and therefore, according t«"» nit
political philosophy, natural enemies. In
addition to the many treaties which each
must make with foreign powers, and the
causes of war which they would give by
violating them, each of the confedaracies
uau-t also maintain trcatio.s With a'l tl;e oth-

«iiid .so lie jiubio to give them frequent
.dfeuce. They would necessarily have dif¬
ferent in tenets resuitin* ir.m their estab¬
lishment ni' different policies !..{ revenue. "I

mining, manufactures, ami navigation, oi
immigration, and perhaps the slave trade,
jvirh would stipulate with foreign nations
iorBaiiv:u;ta«:»-s peculiar to itself injuri-
uns to its rivals.

if. indeed, it were necessary that the
I iiiun should he broken up. it would he in
iite lu-f decree important that tin; new con¬
federacies to nc f*. i'11. «*. I should he us neavlv
;iv |i,.^vit<'c j'fjual in .siresisth ami power,
(hat mutual fear and mutual respect might
inspirit theni with caution apiiost mutual
<ii)V-uee. i>111 .*»'.!«:!; et'iii.dil v could not lonj^
he maintained; one confederacy would rise
io t'ie scale of political importance, and the
others would view it thenceforward with
envy and apprehension. Jealousies would
brin^on lreojuont and retaliatory wars, and
all these w.irs, from tin? peculiar circum¬
stances of the confederacies, would have the
nature and cliaraeter ol civil war.

Dissolution, therefore, is, for the people
of ii;;s country, perpetual civil war. To
mitigate it, and obtain occasional rest, what
else c uhi they aceet«t bur the system of ad¬
justing; the balance of power winch has ob¬
tained it; Ilur-ipe, in which the tow strong
nations dictate the very to.'rns on which ail
the others shall !>e content to liv\ When
this hateful system should fail at last, for¬
eign nations would intervene, now in favor
of one and then in aid of another: and thus
our country, having expelled all European
powers from the continent, would relapse
into an H<*grejratod f 't-o, of its colonial c.\-

i perifjnct-. and, like Italy, Turkey, India,
jand China, become tiic theatre of trans.tt-

j h-.ntic intervention and ra^aeitv,
; If, ilv.wever V.'C jglNilH tO ttiO llcW (!Olifed«V
i racic' an exemption from complications
! amo;i£ each (»ther and with former, states,
I si.ii! there is t«.:o much reason to believe that
not, one oi them could !on< maintain a re-

j publican form of g-'vevnuient. Universal
suffrage ami the ab.->eucy of u standing army
sru rtiseiiiial to ihn republican system. Tie1

I world has yet to see a single self-su-<tain:n^
state of that kind, or even any eoufedera
ti'.n of such States, except our own. Cand¬

ida leans on Great Britain not unwillingly,
and Switzerland is guarantied by interested

| monarchical states.
Om* (,wn experiment has thus far b*en

j successful; because, by the continual addi-
tionsof new States, the influence of each of

! the members of tiie Union is constantly re-

I atrained and reduced. No one, of course,

can foreteli the way a.a<l manner of travel;
buc history indicates with unerring certainly
the end v/hich the several confederacies

| would reaeh. Licentiousness would render
life intolerable: and they wou'd sooner or

later purchase tranquility and domestic sal'e-
| ty by the surrender of liberty, and yielding
| themselves up to the protection of military
despotism.

Indulge me, sir. in one or two details un-

der this head. First, it is only sixty days
since this disunion movement began; alrca-
dy those who are engaged in it have canvas-

I sed with portentous freedom the possible re¬

combinations of the States wheu dissevered,
j and the feasible alliances of those recombi¬
nations with European nations; alliances as

unnatural, and which would prove ultimate¬
ly as pestilential to society here as that of
the Tlnscalans with the Spaniard, who
promised them revenge upon the ancient
enemies the A/.tecs.
Secondly..The disunion movement arises

partly out ol a dispute over the common do¬
main of the United Stores. Hitherto, the
I niitn has confined this conlroveisy within
the bounds of political debate by referring
it, with al! other national ones, to the arbi¬
trament of the ballot box. Does any one

suppose that disunion would transfer tbe
whole domain to either party, or that any
other umpire than war would, after dissolu¬
tion, be invoked?
Thirdly..This movement arises, in an¬

other view, out of the relation of African
slaves to the domestic population of the
country. Freedom is to them, us to all man¬
kind, the chief object, of desire. Hitherto,
under the operation of the. I nion, the}' have
practically remained ignorant of the con¬

troversy, especially of its bearing on them¬
selves. Can we hope that flagrant civil war

shall rage among ourselves in their very
presence, and yet that they will remain stu¬

pid and idle spectators? Does history fur-
ni>h us any satisfactory instruction upon
horrors of civil war among a people so brave,
so skilled in arms, so earnest in conviction,
and so intent in purpose, a^ we are? Is it a

mere chimera which suggests an aggrava¬
tion of those horrors beyond endurance,
when, on either side, there shall occur the
intervention of an uprising ferocious Afri¬
can slave papuiatioo of four, or six. perhaps
twenty millions?
The opinions of mankind change, and with

them riie policies of nations. U.ie hundred
years ago, nil the commercial European
.States were engauc-d in transferring negro
slaves from Africa to this hemisphere. To¬
day all those States are firmly set in hos¬
tility to the extension and even to the prac¬
tice of slavery. Opposition to it takes two

forms; one Kuropeaii, which is simple, direct
abolition, effected, if need be, by compul¬
sion: the other American, which seeks to
arrest the African slave trade, and resist
the entrance oi domestic slavery into terri-
t iries where it is yet unknown, while it
leaves the disposition of existing slavery to
the considerate action of the States by which
it is retained.

It is the Unron that restricts the opposi¬
tion t<» slavery in this country within these
limits. If dissolution prevail, what guaran¬
tee shall there be. agaiunt the full develop¬
ment here of the fearful and uncompromis¬
ing hostility to .slavery which elsewhere per¬
vades the world, an ! of which the recent
invasion of Virginia was an illustration?
Mr. President, i have designedly dwelt so

long on the probable effects of disunion upon
:lift shfety of the American people as to
leave me little time to consider the other
evils which mu.-t follow in its train. l>ut,
practically, the loss of safety involves every
other form of public calamity. When once

the guardian angel has taken flight, every¬
thing is lost.

I'isrolutiou would nor only arrest, but ex¬

tinguish t he greatness oi our country, r, von
if :j urate C'onfcdcrucn> could exist and
endure, they could severally preserve no

s!»j;. <5- <T the roil?moo [H'l'xh'je of liie v tiion. j
if rlm constellation is to be broken up, ti e

stars, whether scattered widely apart or j
grouped in smaller clusters, will thenceforth
shed forth feeble, glimmering, and lurid
lights. Nor will great achievements be pos¬
sible for the new Confederacies. Dissolution
would signalize, its triumph by acts ol wan-

toiiue^s v, oion would shoctc and astountA tne
warl-i. ii w<it:id provincialise Mount \ cr¬

oon, and >vt- tins capital over to iiesolation
nl the very moment, when the dome i* rising
over < ur heads that was to he crowned with j
;he statue of Liberty.

After this, there woitld remain for dis- j
union no act of stupendous infamy to bo
commuted. Xo petty Ccnted' raic. that shall
follow the Uniteu States can prolong, or even

renew, the majestic drama o! actional pro-
.jjress. Perhaps if is to be arras,to. before
its sublimity is incapable of continuance.
Let it be so, if we have, indeed, become do-
sjenerate. After Washington, and the in- J
flexible Adams, Henry, and tiie peerless
Hamilton, Jefferson, and run majestic Clay,
Webster, and the acute Calhoun. .Jackson,
the modest Taylor, and ttyotr, who rises in
jireatneHS under the burden of \ears. and !
Franklin, and Fulton, and Whitney, and
\lorse, have all parformed their parts, let
the curtain fall'
While listening *n these debates, 1 have j

sometimes forgotten myself in marking their
com'railed ellV-cts upon the page who cus¬

tomarily stands on the dais before me, ami
the venerable Secretary who sits behind
him. The youth exhibits intense but pleased
emotion in the excitement, while at every
irr veie?.tw»rd that is ottered against the
Union, the eyes of the aged man are suffused
with tears. Lot him weep no more, leather
rejoice, for yours has been a Jot ol rare feli¬
city. \ on have seen and been a part of till
the greatness of your country, the towering
national gfcatucss of all the world. Weep
only you, and weep with ail the bitterness of
anguish, who are just stepping on the thresh- j
hold of liie : for that greatness perishes pre-
maturely, and exists n >t for you.noi* for me, ;

nor for any that shall come (liter u,s.
The public pros pert} ' h<\w uouid it sur¬

vive tho storm
" its elements are industry

in the. culture of every lruit: mining of all
the metals; commerce at hou.e ami on every
sea; material improvement that knows no .

obstacle at»d has no end; invention that r;.r.: j
ires throughout the domain of nature: in¬
crease of knowledge as broad as the human j
mind can explore: peiieution of art as iii^h
as h;iUiii!i jitsnius «:an reach; and social re¬

finement wuiking f -r the renovation of the
world.

J Low c uld on- success »rs pror-ecufe the?e
noble objects in the midst oi biutai z.ng civil
conflict. V* hat guarantees will capital in-
vested for sueli purposes have, that will out-

weigh the premium ofV'.-red by political and
military amLitioa? What le.sure will the
citi/.en fiiui lor study, or invention, or art,

! under the reign of conscription: nay, what
interest in them will society fv-Ci when fear
and hate shall have, taken possession of the

j national mind:'. Let the miner i:i California
j i.ike heed: for its golden wealth will become
the prize of the nation tha' can e.»mtnav>d
the im.sr iron. Let the borderer lake care,
for the Indian will tvg^i" lurk around his

dwelling. ket the pioneer come back into
our denser settlements; for the railroad, the

| ix,st road, and the telegraph, advance not
one furlong farther into the wilderness..

| With standing armies, consuming the sub¬
stance of our people on the land, and our
navy and our postal steamers -withdrawn'
fjoni the ocean, who will protect or respect,
nr who will even know by name our petty
confederacies ?
The .American man-of-war is a noble spec¬

tacle. l have seen it enter an ancient port
in the Mediterranean. All the world won¬
dered at it, and talked of it. Salvos of ar¬

tillery. from torts and shipping in the har¬
bor. saluted its .flag. Princes and princesses
and merchants paid it homage, and ail the
people blessed it as a harbinger of hope for
their own ultimate freedom. I imagine now
the same noble vessel again entering the
same haven. The flag of thirty-three stars
and thirteen stripes has been hauled down,
and in its piace a signal is run up which
flaunts the device of a lone star or a palmet¬
to tree. Men ask. "Who is the stranger that
thus steals into our waters." The answer

contemptuously given is "She comes from
one of il»e obscure republics of North Amer¬
ica. Let her pass on."

Lastly, public liberty, our own peculiar
liberty, must languish for a time, and then
cease to live. And such a liberty! free
movement everywhere through our own land
and throughout the world; free speech, free
press, free suffrage ; the freedom of every
subject to vote on every law, and for or
against every agent who expounds, adminis¬
ters, or executes, I;nstable and jealous con¬

federacies, constantly apprehending assaults
without and treason "within, formidable only
to each other anu contemptible to ail beside;
how iong will it bo before, on. the plea of
public safety, they will surrender all this in¬
estimable aud unequalled liberty, and accept
ihe hateful and intolerable espionage of mil¬
itary despotism?
And now Mr. President, what is the cause

for this sudden and eternal sacrifice of so
much safety, greatness, happiness, and free¬
dom? Have foreign nations combined, and
are thev coming in rage upon us? No. So
far from being enemies, there is not a nation
on earth that is not an interested, admiring
friend. Even the London Times, by no

means partial to us, says:
"It is quite possible that the problem of a

democratic republic may be solved by its
overthrow in a few days in a spirit of tolly,
selfishness and short-sightedness."

lias the federal government become tyrani-
cal or oppressive, or even rigorous or uu-
s viiid? Has the constitution lost i.s spirit,-
and all at once collapsed into a lifeless let¬
ter? No: the federal government smiles
more benignantly, and works, aud works to¬

day more bencticial than ever. The consti¬
tution is even the chosen model for the or¬

ganization of the newly rising confederacies.
The occasion is the election of a President

of the United States, who is unacceptable to
a portion of the people. I state the case ac¬

curately. There was no movement of dis¬
union before the ballots which expressed that,
choice were cast. Disunion be:rati as soon

as the result wa- announced. The ju^tilics-
ti-.n assigned was that A branam Lincoln j
had been .-leered, while the success of either j
oue of the three other candidates would :

have been acquiesced in.
Was the election illegal? No; it is unim¬

peachable. Is the candidate personally of¬
fensive? No; he is a man of unblemished
virtue and amiable manners?. Is an election
of President an (infrequent or extraordinary
transaction ! No: we never had a^ '^tiiet
Magistrate otherwise designated than by such
election, and that form of choice is renewed
every four years. Does any one even pro¬
pose to cluingc the mode of appointing the
Chief Magistrate-? No: election by universal
suffrage, as moditieu oy the constitution, is
the one'crowning franchise of the American !
people. To save it they would deiy the
world- Is it apprehended that the new Pi c-

sidfMH. will UrtH'p despotic power/ Xu; \vl:iiu :

he is of all men the most, unambitious, he is, jl>y the partial Huccess of those who opposed j
his election, subjected to such restraints lhat j
lie cannot, without their consent, appoint a

minister or even a police agent, negotiate a

'rcatv, or procure the passage of a law, and
can hardly draw a musket from the public
arsenals to uefeod his own person.

^ jWhat, then, is t.he ground of discontent. |It is that tiie disunionisrs did not accept as i
conclusive the arguments which were urged j
in behall ol the successful candidate in the j
canvass. This i* oil. Were their own at-¦
.".amenta ai:ain>>t him more satisiactory to his j
supporter*? Ui'course they were n«c; they jcould not be. Does the constitution, in lo'.-
trr or spirit, require or imply that the argu- j
meats of one party shall be satisfactory <.0
the oilier? No; that is impossible. What is

the constitutional remedy for this inevitable jdissatisfaction. Renewed debate and ulti-
mate rehearing in a subsequent election.---
H ive the now successful majority perverted
power t > purposes of oppression: No; they |
have never before held power.

Alas! how prone we arc to undervalue
privileges and blessings. Mow gladl», how
pr-'udlv, would the people of any nation in
Kurope accept., on such terms as we enjoy it,
the boon of electing ri (.Ihiet Magistrate every
i'-nr vcars by tree, equal, and universal sui-

fraa;fl How thankfully would they cast,
aside all their own systems ol government,
and accept this iiepublic of ours, with all its
shortcomings arid its disappointments, main¬
tain it with their arms and cherish it in their
hearts. Is it not the very boou for which
they supplicate Godwitheut ceasing, aud
even wage war, with intermissions only re¬

sulting from exhaustation?
How strange lire the times in which we live* l he

coming Spring season, yu one side «>,f the Atlantic,
will open on :t general coulliei, waged, to oUtuio,
through wlmf»*ver indirection, just suyli a sysrcm
a-* and on this svleof tin*- Ailuotie, within the
s itne parallels o; latitude, ir will open on fraternal
war, tvaged in a moment o{ freuxied discontent to

overthrow and annihilate the same institution*
Domou, indeejJ, live oriiy fur themselves, to re¬

venge their own wrongs, or to gratify their ov<n
ambition? Rather do not men live least. of ftll for
theni>e!ves, and chiefly for pf£«e«°-ity and for their
fellow-meuv 11avg *h-3 American people, then, be-
Cvme all o«a suddwn unnatural, as well as unpa¬
triotic?- and will they disinherit their children of
the precious estate hold only in tru.-t for tbe'£, and
deprive the world of the best hopes i* has enjoyed
since the human race began :U- -,lo\v and painml,
yut needful a;i<i wisely-appointed progress?

JI ere I mi^Lt close my plea for the Auioru'an
Unioft; but it is accessary, if not to e.^Uau*t the ar¬

gument, ut least to exhibit ri^e Vrhoto case, lhe
disani n»i.-:couscUwsly <;uable to stand on their
mere 'JisappaUuisient ia the reeeut election, have

»v'v,Vtp:ed to enlarge their ground. More than
thirty years there has existed a e>nsiderabV~*
though not heretofore a foriuidabl<-r.':V^as.^ of citi-

in rertain states situntv ^eav nr around the
delta of the Mississippi, v»hu believe that the Lnion
i- less c<»!!d.u**ive to the welfare and greatness o'"
tyOM© il.uoj ihan a smaller confederacy, eni:»r&oicg
only slave states, would be. This clasj has avail¬
ed itself of the discontents retailing from the elec¬
tion to put, into opera t'.oa tuo machinery of dissolu¬
tion long ago ^r.^arod and waiting onlv for ocqs\-
.»'ion.

b:i other star.e.i. there is a soreness because of the
v,aiit of sympathy in the free states with the ef¬
forts of slaveholders for the recapture of fugitives
from service. In uU the slave states there is a res-

tiveuess resulting from the resistance which has
been so determinedly made within the last few
years, in the free states, to the extension of slave,
rv in the common territories of the United States.
Tiie Republican party, which cast its votes for the
successful Presidential candidate on the ground of
that policy, ha* been allowed, practically, no rep¬
resentation no utterance by speech, or through
the press, in tue slave states; while its policy, prin¬
ciples, and sentiments, and even its tamper, have
been so misrepresented as to excite apprehensions
that it denies important constitutional obligations,
am! aims even at interference with slavery and its
overthrow by state authorities or intervention of
the federal government.

Considerable masies evan in the free states, in¬
terested in the success of these misrepresentations
as a means of partisan strategy, have lent their
sympathy to the party claiming to be aggrieved.
While the result of the election brings the Repub¬
lican party necessarily into the foreground in re¬

sisting disunion, the prejudice." against them which
I have described have deprived thern of the co-op¬
eration of many good and patriotic citizens. On
a complex issue between the Republican party
and tbo disunionists, although it involves the di¬
rest national calamities, the result might be doubt¬
ful; for the Republican party is weak in a large
partofthe Union. But on a direct issue, with all
who cherish the Union on one side, and all who
desire its dissolution by force ou the other, the ver-
diet would be prompt and almost unanimous. 1
desire thus to simplify the issue, and for that pur¬
pose to separate l'rom it all collateral questions,
and relieve it of all partisan passions and prejudi¬
ces.

i coasider the idea of the withdrawal of the Gulf
states, and their permanent reorganization with or
without others iu a. distinct confederacy as a means
of advantago to themselves, so certainly unwise
and so obviously impossible of execution, when the
purpose is understood, that I dismiss it with the
discussion 1 have already incidentally bestowed
upon it.
The ease is different, however, in regard to the

other subjects which I have brought, in this con¬
nection before the Senate.
Beyond a doubt, Union is vitally important to

the Republican citizens of the United States; butit
is just as important to the whede people. Repub¬
licanism and Union are, therefore, not convertible
terms. Republicanism is subordinate to Union, as

everything else is and ought to be.Republicanism,
Democracy, every other political name and thing;
all ure subordinate.and they ought to disappear
in the presence of the great question ol Union. So
far as I am concerned, it shall he so; it should be
so if the question were sure to ho tried as it ought
only to be determined, by the peaceful ordeal of
the ballot.

It shall bo so all the more since there is on one
side preparedness to refer it to the arbitrament of
civil war, I have such faith in this republican
system of ours, that there is uo political good
which I desire that 1 am not content to seek
through its peaceful forms of administration with¬
out invoking revolutionary action. If others shall
invoke that form of action to oppose and over¬

throw government, they shall not, so far as it de.
pen'J a ou nr.- have the excuse that 1 obstinately
left my*el- !o be misunderstood. In such a caso L
can afford co meet, prejudice with i-wnciiiation, ex¬
action with concession which surrenders no princi¬
ple, and violence with the right hand of pea-e.

Therefore, sir, so far as tbo abstract question
whether, by the constitution of tbo United States,
the bondsman, who is made such by the laws of a

state, is still a man or only property, I answer

that, within that state, its laws ou thai subject are

supreme; that when he has escaped from that
state into another, the constitution regards him'
as a bondsman who may not, by any law or regu¬
lation of that state, he discharged from his service,
but shall be delivered up, on claim to the party
to whom his service is due.

While prudence and justica would combine in
persuading you to modify the acts oi Congress on

that subject., so as not to oblige private persons to
assist in their execution, ana to protect freemen
from being, by abuse of the laws, carried into sla¬
very, I agree that all laws of the suites, whether
free statu*, cr slave states, which relate to this
class of persons, or any others recently coming
from or resident in other states, and which laws
contravene the constitution of the United States,
or any law of Congress passed in conformity
thereto, ought to be repealed.

Secondly. Experience in public alfairs has con¬

firmed my opinion, that domestic slavery, existing
iu any state, is wisely left by the constitution of
the United States exclusively to the care, manage-
meat, and disposition of that state; and if it were

in my power, I would not alter the constitution in
that respect. Jf misapprehension of my position
needs so strong a remedy, I am willing to vote
for an amendment of the "'institution, declaring
that it shall not, by any future amendment, be so

altered as to confer on Congress a power lo abol¬
ish or interfere with slavery in any state.

Thirdly. While I think that. Congress has ex¬

clusive and sovereign authority to legislate on all
subjects wcatever, in the common territories of the
United States: ami while I certainly shall never,
dircctly or indirectly, give my vote to establish or

sanction slavery in such territories, or anywhere
else in the world, yet the question what constitu¬
tional In vr - shall a I any t:uie bo passed in regard to
the territories, is, like every other question, to be
determined on practical groun s. I voted for
enabling acts in the eases of Oregon, Minnesota,
and Kansas, without being able to sccurc in them
such provisions as I would have preferred: and
yet I voted wisely.
So ti'-w. I tut well satisfied that, under existing

circom.-ttiices. a happy and satisfactory solution
of the diuieallies in the rcmaiuing territories
would be obtained by silUilar laws, providing lor
their organisation, if such organization were other- j
wise practicable. If, there.ore, Kansas were ad- i

milled as a stale, under the Wyandotte constitu¬
tion, as 1 think she ought to be, a"d if the organ¬
ic la«*s of all tbo other territories could be repeal¬
ed, I could vote to authorize the organization and
admission of two new .states which should include
them, reserving the light to effect subdivisions of
them whenever aecessaiy, into several convonient
states; but I do not find that such reservations
could bo constitutionally made.

Without them, the ulterior euibarrasments which
would result from the hasty incorporation of states
of such vast extent and various interests and
character would outweigh all the immediate ad-
vti.niages of such a measure. Rut if the measure
were practicable, I should prefer « different course,
namely: when the cccec trie movements of seces¬

sion and disunion shall have ended, in whatever
form that end may come, and the angry excite¬
ment? of the hour -shall have subsided, and
.calmness once more shall have resumed its accus¬
tomed sway over the public mind, then, and not
till then.one, t wo, or three years hence.I should
cheerfully advise a convention of the people, to

be assembled In pursuance of the constitution, to

considc? and decide whether any and what amend¬
ments of the organic national law ought to be

A Itepubliean now.as I have heretofore been a

member of other parlies existing in my day.I
nevertheless hold and ciu-rish, as I huve always

the principle that this government exists in
its present form only by the consent of the gov¬
erned, an«l that it is a- necessary as it is wise, to
resort to the people lor revisions of the organic
l.iw whet! the troubles and dautjers u!" ihe state

wrtainiy transcend the powers delegated by it to

the public authorities. Nor oaght the suggestion
ti» excite surprise. O.ovymuient in any form is a

machine: this is the most complex ono that the
mind of iy;uu has ever invented, or the hand of
man.'bus ever framed. Perfect a'; it is, it ought to

bo expected that it will, a« least as often as once

in a century, require some modification to adapt
ii to the changos of society and alternations of
cmpi.ro.

{¦Vurih'r. I hold myself ready now.as alw^ays
heretofore, to vote for any properly guarded laws
w.iich shall he deemed ntoessary to prevent mu¬

tual invasions of states by citizens of other states,
and punish them who shall aid and abet, them.

Fi*;\;iy. Notwithstanding the arguments of the
Valiant Senator from Oregyn, (tlenerai Lane,) 1
remain of the opinion »hat physical bonds, such
a? highways, nu'voads,. rivers, and canals, are

vastly mcv,e powerful for holding civil communi¬
ties .vgether, than any me;<j eoveuaots, though
written on parchment or engraved upon iron. I ro-

main, therelorc. constant to my purpose to secure,
if pi»S'iblo, thy construction of two Paei^c rail¬
ways, 0'^.e of which shall connect !;he ports a,roMnd
!,he mouths of the Mississippi, a#d the other^thc
towus on the Missouri and the lakes, with tb.Q har¬
bors on our Western

Tf, in the expression of these views, I hove not

proposed what is uesired or expected by many
others, tbay wi£l do me the justice to believe that
j, urn far from having suggested what ia many

respects would Lave been in barmeny with cher¬
ished evictions of my own. I learred eaily
irom Jefferson, that in political affairs we cannot
always do what seems to us absolutely best..
I nose with whom we must necessarily act, tnt<?r-
taining different views, have the power and right

t\om inte practice. We must be con-
tent to lead when we can, and to follow when we

nnr Cf ' nC u
if We cann°t at anytime do for

-i)n«r }LD rf- r j .^/)0(i lllat we would wish, we

r«rw ,,,h

Having submitted my own opinions on this
great crisis, it remain? only to say that I shall
cheeriuily lend to the govornment my beat sup¬
port in whatever prudent yet energtiic efforts it
shall make to preserve the public peace, and to
maintain and preserve the Union; adviaiu#,only
that it practice as far as possible, the utmost mod¬
eration, forbearance, and conciliation
And now, Mr. President, what are the auspices

of ttie country ? I know that we are in the midst
of aiarms, aud eoirewhat expo.-ed to accidents
unavoidable in set son of tempestuous passions,
n e already have disorder; nnd viol«no« has begun.
I know not to what extern it may go. Still my
faith in the constitution and in the Union abides
because my faith in the wisdom and virtue of the
American people remains unshaken. Coolness,
calmness, and resolution, are elements of their
their charactcr. They have been temporarily dis.
placed; but they are re-appearing.
Soon enough, I trust, for safety, it will be seon

that sedition and violence are only local and tem¬
porary, and that loyalty and affection to the Union
Hre the natural sentiments of the whole country.
Whatever dangers there shall be, there will be the
determination to meet theinj whatever sacrifices
private or public, shall be needful for the Union'
they will be made. I feel sure that the hour has
not come lor this great nation to fall. This peo¬
ple, which has been studying to become wiser and
better as it has grown older, is not perverse or
wicked enough to deserve so dreadful and severe
a punishment as dissolution.

lhis Union has not yet accomplished what good
for mankind was manifestly designed by Him
w ho appoin ts the seasons and prescribes the duties
of states and empires. No, sir; if it wore cast
down by factions to-day, it would rise again and
re-appear in all its majestic proportions to-mor¬
row. It is the only government that can stand
here. Woe! Woo! to the man that madly lifts
his hand against it. It shall continue and endure;
and men, in after times, shall declare that this
generation, which saved the Union from such sud¬
den and uulooked for dangers, surpassed in mag¬
nanimity even that one which i&id its foundation
on the eternal principles of liberty, justice, and
humanity. The Senate then adjourned.

House of ^Representative*.
Mr. Clark, of Missouri, read a telegraphio

despatch, as printed in the papers of this
uiorniug, relative to the taking of the mili¬
tary possession of the custom-house, post-
office, and sub-treasury, in the city of St.
Louis, by order of Lieutenant General Scott.
He desired to make an explanation in order
that the country might not be deceived by
this intelligence. Everybody did not know-
that these vu blicoffices were in the same build¬
ing^ What condition of things existed in St.
Louis to justify this course he koew not..
Ihe people of that city, so far, have been
quiet arid loyal to the Union. The legisla¬
ture of Missouri is now in session. Mis¬
souri makes no threats, while she is deter¬
mined to take such steps as her honor and
safety require for the redress ol grievances,
and she will do this in her own time and in
her own way.
Mr. Fen ton, and others, objected to the

gentleman's remarks.
Mr. Clark asked leave to introduce a reso¬

lution, requesting the Secretary of War to
communicate to the House whether the post
office, custom-house, and sub-treasury, situa¬
ted in the city of St. Louis have been taken
possession of by United States troops; if so,
by whose orders, and whether there has been
any attempt by the State or the city authori¬
ties to improperly interfere with said build¬
ings or property, and whether they were
threatened.
He said he did not believe the report, and

wanted information from the proper source.
Mr. McPherson objected to the introduc¬

tion of the resolution.
Mr. Clark inquired whether he could

move* a suspension of the rules, but was in¬
formed by
The Speaker that such a motion could be

made oniy on Mondays.
Mr. Clark said surely the majority of the

House would not inaugurate a military des¬
potism.
The Speaker laid before the House the

following letter, addressed to him, and bear¬
ing this day's date:
Sir : Having received official information that the Statu

if Mississippi lias passed an ordinance, through a conven-
:ion representing tin;sovereignty of the State, b?aringdat»
the 9th of January,by which ordinance she lias withdrawn
from the Federal (Jovermuelit all the [wwers delegated to
it at the time the Federal Union was formed, it become*
">ur duty to lay the tacts I"-lore you. and to withdraw our¬
selves from the further deliberations »t this body. While
iv»? regret this necessity of our Stat-.-, we fully approbate it,
t'l'i shall return to her bosom to share her fortuned through
*11 its phases.
With sentiments of re-ipect we are. sir, etc.,

OTHO R. SINGLETON,
WILLIAil BAKKSDALE,
RKL'HHN DAVIS.
JOHN J. McftAB,
LUCIUS Q. C. LAMAR.

Mr. Jones, of (ieorgia, moved tnac toe

names of the Mississippi, as well as those of
the late South Carolina members, be strickcn
from the roll, and not hereafter be called by
the Clerk.

Mj;. Ely, of New York, objected to the
motion.

Mr. Burnett, of Kentucky, submitted that
as these gentlemen have withdrawn from the
House, and notified the Speaker of it, it cer¬
tainly did not seem that they were members
of the House.
Mr. Spinner, of New York. Does thegen-

tleman consider that they have resigned their
seats'?

Mr. Burnett. I do; and not only this, but
they are out of the I'nion by the action of
their State.

Mr. Bingham, of Ohio, said the remarks
of tho gentleman from Kentucky were out of
order.
The House resolved itself into a Commit¬

tee of the Whole on the state of the Union
for the consideration of the Naval appropria¬
tion bill.
Mr. Pryor, of Virginia, moved to strike

out the following clause in the bill:
"For paj of the commission, warrant, and

petty officers and seamen,^including the en¬

gineer corps of the navy, $4,438,577."
Mr. Pryor was understood to say that he

would sustain the navy so far as protection
to the inrerests of commerce and enlarging
the bounds of discovery were concerned; but
he would not grant a farthing, and would
sink the navy in the abyss of the ocean, be¬
fore it should be used lor hostile purposes
against the citizens of our country. The use

of this dread instrument of death and deso¬
lation in fraternal strife deserves a nation's
scorn. The most unhappy aspect in the
present unhappy condition of affairs is tho
prevalence of a military temper in the coun¬
cils of the administration, and an imbecile
Executive has fallen under the guidance of
an aspiring soldier. The sword has been,
cast in.50 the balance. Instead of messen¬

gers of conciliation to a discontented peopU-,.
the Government despatches men and msni*
tions of war to constrain them fco» abject
obedience.

Mr. Sherman rose to a poiAfc of order,
Mr. Pryor said he wouid conclude in firor

minutes, and vould. rigorously confine him¬
self to the rules. He was going to say,.


